
 Gamecock  

County Gazette 

Sumter County, S.C. 

     December 2021 

An online newsletter from Sumter County Government, home of                                

Revolutionary War General Thomas Sumter, the original 

“Fighting Gamecock.” 

County talks third Penny  
Five meetings held in De-

cember started a commu-

nity-wide conversation 

about a third proposed 

Capital Projects Sales Tax 

Referendum. 

Known commonly as the 

‘Penny For Progress,’ the 

first two penny sales tax 

referendums were ap-

proved by a majority of 

voters in 2008 and 2014 

and are on target to raise 

over $150 million. 

More meetings are planned for January with two al-

ready finalized: one on Monday, Jan. 10, 2022, at 

Dubose Fire Station, 3805 U.S. 15 North and one on 

Thursday, Jan. 13, 2022, at Ebenezer Community 

Center, 4580 Queen Chapel Road, Dalzell. Meetings 

will begin at 6 p.m. and the general public is invited to 

attend and participate.  

“These meetings are our chance to tell people about 

the Penny For Progress and the many projects it has 

funded throughout Sumter 

County,” said Administra-

tor Gary Mixon. “It’s im-

portant for everyone to 

know what your local gov-

ernment has paid for with 

these funds and we want to 

hear feedback about what 

people would like to fund 

with a proposed third Pen-

ny For Progress.” 

The December meetings 

were held at Community 

Centers and Fire Stations 

and several members of 

Council have attended to 

help answer questions and 

further add to the discus-

sion. Mixon spoke at four 

of the meetings and Assis-

tant Administrator Lor-

raine Dennis led the meet-

ing at the Shiloh Commu-

nity Center. 

“We want input from our rural residents as well as 

from people who live in more densely populated areas 

of the county,” Mixon said. “We’ve also noted that 

people can fill out a form on our website, 

www.sumtercountysc.org to request projects.” 

At the Dec. 7, 2021, meeting at the Wedgefield Fire 

Station, Mixon told the audience, “this is your oppor-

tunity to express your interest,” and encouraged every-

one to fill out a request form for future projects. He 

gave a brief synopsis of the first two Penny Sales Tax 

Referendums, noting the first one passed with a 51 

percent while the second 

one passed by 61 percent, 

showing a growth of com-

munity support. 

The first Penny For Pro-

gress raised about $75 

million over its 7-year 

lifespan and funded the 
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Sumter County Administrator Gary Mixon speaks on Dec. 7, 2021 about 

the Penny For Progress during a community meeting in Wedgefield. 

http://www.sumtercountysc.org
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Center, along with three new community centers in 

Eastern, Pinewood and Salterstown. Rural fire stations 

got significant upgrades and renovations and new fire 

stations were built in Cherryvale, Dabbs, Wedgefield 

and Dalzell, he said. 

The second Penny For Progress is on track to raise 

about $79 million, he said, with about $12 million of 

that dedicated to paving dirt roads and resurfacing old-

er roads. That Penny also funded the E-911 radio sys-

tem as analog transitioned to digital, he said, which 

has increased and improved coverage county-wide. 

Downtown Mayesville saw improvements and was 

able to leverage federal grants with Penny funds to 

renovate the old Bland Stables into a multi-purpose 

facility. 

A ribbon cutting is being planned for a new gymnasi-

um at the county’s Haynsworth Street Recreation & 

Parks Department buildings. 

“We’ve been talking for a lot of years that we needed 

a new gymnasium,” he said. “So not only did we build 

a new gymnasium, but we renovated another one so 

now we’re able to have two quality gymnasiums in 

one location,” he said. 

Other projects funded by the second Penny For Pro-

gress include: Mill Creek Park upgrades, a renovation 

of the Sumter County Courthouse, and a new Public 

Safety Complex with new communications center and 

new headquarters for the Sumter Police Department 

and Sumter Fire Department. 

“So in total, over a 14-year period – each Penny series 

is 7 years – would be roughly $154 million invested in 

the Sumter community,” he said. 

It wouldn’t be feasible to raise millage to cover the 

costs of all the capital improvement projects, he said. 

The second Penny For Progress will run until 2023, he 

said, and if the third Penny is approved, it would be a 

continuation and not a new tax. 

County Council Chairman James T. McCain Jr. asked 

about the number of non-Sumter County residents that 

contributed to funding the Penny projects and Mixon 

said it’s estimated about one-third of the sales tax is 

paid for by people who don’t live in Sumter County. 

The tentative schedule for the proposed third Penny 

For Progress will see stakeholder meetings slated to 

take place in the next phase as economic development 

and public safety entities will have a voice, along with 

education. (By law, only Central Carolina Technical 

College is eligible for Penny funds.) 

Municipalities will be heard from next and in Febru-

ary, the Penny Commission will take shape – three 

members are appointed by County Council, two come 

from the City of Sumter and one from Pinewood.  

“They are the group that puts together the list (of pro-

jects),” he said. “What we’re doing now is gathering 

information.” 

It’s anticipated the Penny Commission will have about 

$200 million-plus worth of requests, with an estimate 

of about $82 million in revenue to work with. 

In April, the final list will be submitted to County 
Council, which will then have the chance to vote the 
entire list up or down. If approved, it will be on the 
ballot in November 2022 for voters to decide upon. 

 More Penny info: www.sumtercountysc.org 

Top: Assistant Administrator Lorraine Dennis, middle, speaks 

with Shiloh residents on Dec. 9, 2021. Bottom, from left, Coun-

cilman Eugene Baten, Mixon and Councilwoman Vivian Fleming

-McGhaney (in red) speak on Dec. 16, 2021, in Salterstown. 



Howard enjoys fast-paced  

Solicitor’s Office environment 

Susan Howard likes to stay busy. 

And as the Circuit Manager for the Solicitor’s Office, 

that’s not a problem. 

The Third Circuit of South Carolina covers Sumter, 

Lee, Clarendon and Williamsburg counties and the 

Solicitor’s Office employs about 30 people, who are 

managed by Howard. She handles the personal case-

load for Solicitor Ernest “Chip” Finney III, helps pre-

pare his cases and also prepare the office for monthly 

Grand Jury meetings. Additionally, she manages the 

payroll and whatever else needs doing. 

“I like that I’m busy all the time. I come in ready to 

work,” she said, as, there’s no downtime. “I like the 

people I work with in all four counties. We all get 

along like a family.” 

Finney, who has held the position of Third Circuit So-

licitor since 2010, said Howard shows a strong work 

ethic and leads by example. 

“Susan Howard is a wonderful example of how one 

person can affect many to be better, work smarter and 

be helpful to others. She has oversight of four coun-

ties’ daily operation, workforce records, supply and IT 

needs and manages to plan lunches for special occa-

sions. She is the first person to arrive and the last to 

leave every day. Her professionalism inspires all of us 

to practice patience and expect excellence in our roles 

as advocates for victims,” he said.    

Born and raised in Brooklyn, New York, Howard fin-

ished her last two years of high school in Sumter, 

where she has a lot of family. After high school she 

returned to the Empire State. She earned her degree in  
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Bethune statue stops in 

Mayesville on way to D.C. 

One of Sumter County’s most revered citizens made a symbolic but important stop in her hometown of Mayesville, S.C. 

on Dec. 17, 2021, when an 11-foot statue of Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune was unveiled before a large crowd. The statue 

was on its way to Washington, D.C., where it is destined for the National Statuary Hall. 



County Council’s Dec. 14 meeting 

Sumter County Council held its final meeting of the 
year on Dec. 14, 2021, to discuss several matters.  

Sumter City-County Administrator Helen Roodman 
spoke first about a request to rezone 1.35 acres of land 
at 4185/4189 Thomas Sumter Highway from General 
Commercial/Agricultural Conservation (GC/AC) to 
General Commercial (GC). 

First reading was approved. 

Sumter County Attorney Johnathan Bryan spoke next 
about an ordinance authorizing a Fee-In-Lieu-Of-
Taxes (FILOT) agreement with an economic develop-
ment project known as ‘Project Honey.’ 

During the Public Hearing, Third Circuit Solicitor 
Ernest “Chip” Finney III told Council members that as 
a North Main Street resident across from the proposed 
project, he and his neighbors would like more infor-
mation about the project before third reading. 

Louis Watkins advocated for having more information 
about agenda items. 

Second reading was approved; Councilman Carlton 
Washington abstained from the vote. 

Bryan then spoke about an ordinance authorizing an 
option to lease property behind the Wesmark Library 
Branch to FTC. 

No one spoke during that Public Hearing. Third read-
ing was approved. 

Bryan then spoke about an ordinance to adopt a busi-
ness license ordinance in accordance with the Busi-
ness License Standardization Act. 

No spoke during the Public Hearing. Third reading 
was approved. 

Bryan then spoke about an ordinance concerning the 
Sumter County Infrastructure Fund to allow private 
investors to seek loans to construct speculative build-
ings for economic development purposes. 

First reading was approved. 

Bryan then spoke about an inducement resolution re-
garding ‘Project Honey.’ 

The resolution was approved. 

Sumter County Administrator Gary Mixon spoke 
about an earlier Special Meeting during which Coun-
cil authorized him to act as a signing agent regarding 
continued opioid litigation, as there may be activity in 
that lawsuit in the near future. Council also approved 
first reading of a budget amendment ordinance to au-
thorize up to $100,000 to purchase a fire truck, he 
said. Purchasing Director Bobby Galloway and Fi-
nance Director Uvette Pope-Rogers spoke to Council 
about using funds from the American Rescue Plan Act 
(ARPA) to fund repairs to mobile homes through two 
entities – United Ministries and the Sumter County 
CDC. The contracts are in the works, he said. Bruce              
 See COUNCIL, Page 6 

Council members from left, Carlton Washington, Vice Chairman Jimmy Byrd, Chairman James T. McCain Jr., Charles Edens, Vivian 

Fleming-McGhaney and Eugene Baten at the outset of the Dec. 14, 2021, County Council meeting. Not pictured: Artie Baker 
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Haskins, the County’s Mapping Director, shared in-
formation at the earlier meeting about the redistricting 
process, he said. A Jan. 6, 2022, Special Workshop 
will focus on that issue, he said. 

Councilman Washington advocated for having the 
proposed third Capital Projects Sales Tax focus on 
roads and a wellness center in the northern part of 
Sumter County. 

Mixon then noted how several Community Meetings 

have taken place regarding the third proposed Capital 
Projects Sales Tax Referendum, also known as the 
Penny For Progress. The process has been going well, 
he said, with plenty of input from the community. Re-
garding earlier comments about the ongoing efforts to 
fight littering, Mixon said the Litter Advisory Board’s 
marketing arm has been busy. 

During Public Comments, Louis Watkins advocated 
for more public notice and also advocated for an over-
pass for the North Pike West and U.S. 378 area adja-
cent to Dillon Park. 

Davis leads Pledge of Allegiance 
U.S. Air Force Veteran Lt. Col. (Ret.) Al-
bert Davis led the Pledge of Allegiance be-
fore the Dec. 14, 2021, County Council 
meeting. 

Clerk to Council Mary Blanding read a 
brief biography of Davis, who served our 
country for 31 years. 

Davis a Gulf War Veteran who served in 
Saudi Arabia and whose last duty station 
was Shaw Air Force Base, so he decided to 
make Sumter his home. 

He is currently the Midlands Chapter presi-
dent of the Buffalo Soldiers, serves on the 
board of Sumter Behavioral Health Ser-
vices, and is a member of American Legion 
Post 202. He’s also a proud member of the 
Phi Beta Sigma fraternity. 

He has been married to Alice Clair Davis 
for 49 years and they have one daughter, 
three grandchil-
dren and two 
great grandchil-
dren. He lives in 
County Council 
District 2,  

which is repre-
sented by Coun-
cilman Artie 
Baker. 

Thank you for 
your service, 
Mr. Davis. 
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Paralegal Studies from New York Paralegal School 

and spent 24 years at the Manhattan law firm Herzfeld 

+ Rubin. She started off doing “tons of research,” for 

the firm, which took on many high-profile cases. 

So how does someone accustomed to life in New York 

City feel about Sumter, South Carolina? 

“I miss certain things about it like shopping and being 

able to go different places whenever you want because 

it never sleeps,” she said. “And I miss my family 

there.” 

Back in Sumter, that New York energy is still there, 

and she jokes that she “doesn’t know how to be still.” 

But during her free time, she’s involved with her 

church, civic organizations and her family. 

Each month, the Solicitor’s Office has to issue reports 

to the South Carolina Commission on Prosecution Co-

ordination, which is another task under Howard’s pur-

view. She also interviews all new hires, orders office 

supplies and meets with personnel as needed.  

“If we’re shorthanded I just jump in and help. Basical-

ly whatever is needed,” she said. “I enjoy it. It’s 
good.” 

Covid-19 vaccine locations in Sumter 
SupRx Pharmacy  

Moderna, Johnson & Johnson 

1455 S Guignard Pkwy and 114 E Calhoun St                  

(Johnson & Johnson) and 1011 Broad St  

Sumter, SC 29150 

www.suprxpharmacyguignard.com 

803-778-5758 

 

Walgreens 

Moderna 

1990 Mccrays Mill Rd and 201 N Lafayette Dr. (Pfizer, Pfizer-

Pediatrics) and 1000 Broad St (Pfizer) 

Sumter, SC  29150 

http://www.walgreens.com/covid19vac 

  

Walmart Pharmacy  

Moderna 

343 Pinewood Rd  

Sumter, SC 29150 

https://www.walmart.com/cp/1228302 

Colonial Family Practice 

Moderna 

674 W Liberty St and 325 Broad St Suite 100 

Sumter, SC 29150 

803-773-5227 

  

Sumter County Health Department 

Pfizer, Moderna, Pfizer-Pediatrics 

105 N Magnolia St 

Sumter, SC 29150 

https://cvas.dhec.sc.gov/ 

1-855-472-3432 

803-773-5511  

 

Tandem Health-Lafayette and Tandem Health Pike West 

Moderna 

1278 N Lafayette Dr and 370 S. Pike West (Moderna, Pfizer-

Pediatrics) 

Sumter, SC 29150 

https://www.tandemhealthsc.org/covid-19-vaccine/ 

 

CVS  

Moderna 

1080 Alice Dr 

Sumter, SC 29150 

http://www.cvs.com/ 

800-746-7287 

DHEC Mobile Clinic @ Trinity Missionary Baptist Church 

Moderna 

155 Wall St  

Sumter, SC 29150 

https://cvas.dhec.sc.gov/ 

(866) 365-8110 

 

Doctors Care Sumter 

Johnson & Johnson 

2475 Broad St 

Sumter, SC 29150 

https://doctorscare.com/covid19-vaccine/ 

  

DHEC Mobile Clinic @ Eastern Community Center 

Pfizer, Pfizer-Pediatrics 

3675 E. Brewington Rd  

Sumter, SC 29153 

https://cvas.dhec.sc.gov/ 

(866) 365-8110 

http://www.suprxpharmacyguignard.com
tel:803-778-5758
http://www.walgreens.com/covid19vac
https://www.walmart.com/cp/1228302
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tel:1-855-472-3432
tel:1-855-472-3432
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http://www.cvs.com/
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tel:(866)%20365-8110
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